What is Babylon?

2020 AMERICA

The evil spirit of Babylon is taking hold of Christian culture and subverting
it. We must cry out against it!

History of the Pagan Festival of
Easter

DO YOU CELEBRATE THE RISEN CHRIST?

| - - N,
BUNNIES AND CHICKEN EGGS?

Easter is nothing else than Astarte, one of the titles of Beltis, the queen
of heaven, whose name, as pronounced by the people Nineveh, was evidently
identical with that now in common use in this country

Fallacies Of Futurism — by Henry
Grattan Guinness
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The doctrine of Futurism exposed as pure speculation and a false
interpretation of the 70th Week of Daniel.

Union with Rome — Christopher
Wordsworth
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Is not the Church of Rome the Babylon of the Book of Revelation? 19th-century
Bible scholar Christopher Wordsworth offers infallible proof from Holy
Scripture and secular history.

John Todd, the Illuminati and



https://www.jamesjpn.net/religion/union-with-rome-christopher-wordsworth/
https://www.jamesjpn.net/religion/union-with-rome-christopher-wordsworth/
https://www.jamesjpn.net/conspiracy/john-todd-the-illuminati-and-witchcraft/

Witchcraft

THE ILLUMINATI
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John Todd’s testimonial of his membership in the Illuminati and his
involvement in witchcraft and its influence on world leaders today who
worship Lucifer as their god.

The Geneva Bible Notes Explain
Revelation 17 & 18
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The Geneva Bible clearly points the finger at the Roman Catholic Church for
being the woman and the whore of Revelation 17 and 18.
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The Ten Horns of the Books of Daniel
and Revelation

The Ten Horns of the Book of Revelation identified as 10 modern nations!

The Reason for Eroded Civil Liberties:

The Edicts of the Council of Trent

1545 Council of Trent

s Determined what was heresy (against
church teachings)
d most church doctrine &
['.'lr'i:]

s Launched the Inguisition, and the Jesuits

@

The Council of Trent was the response of Rome to the Protestant Reformation.
Remember—the Protestant Reformation brought us all of the political liberty
that we know of today.
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The Roman Catholic Church — the Snow
White Hiding Behind Governments

The Roman Catholic Church is Roman pagan religion with a Christian face. It's
the iron mixed with clay in the image of Daniel chapter two.

Age of Deceit — Fallen Angels and the
New World Order

The New World Order is the globalist agenda by a secretive Luciferian power
elite that is conspiring to eventually rule the world through an
authoritarian one-world government that will replace sovereign nation-states.
The Bible calls it “the Beast” in the book of Revelation chapter 13. Since
2020, New World Order is also referred to as the “Great Reset”.

This documentary was made in 2011 and covers many issues. It’'s by no means
dated. The agenda of the Luciferian globalists has not changed, it’s only
become more out in the open. And yet the vast majority of the world still
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can’'t see it!
Topics discussed

Is there a connection between UFOs, alien abductions, channeling spirits,
demonic possessions, the new age movement, secret societies, and satanism? In
Age of Deceit: Fallen Angels and the New World Order, we investigate why the
New World Order and the Global Elite are tirelessly working to form a One
World Government and who they are getting this instruction from. A biblical
look at the history of fallen angels and it'’s relationship to the New World
Order and the new age movement. Topics covered are the fall of mankind, the
pre-flood world as Atlantis, the new age through theosophy, the fallen angels
and their origin of planting the seeds to society, UFOs, ETs and abduction
cases, demonic possession, channeling, and more.

Vatican Control through Civil Law

“AND THE WOMAN WAS ARRAYED IN PURPLE
AND SCARLET.COLOUR..." — REVELATION 17:4

Former Roman Catholic Priest Richard Bennett shares his knowledge of Vatican
control of the world through legal agreements in text and audio.

Romanism and the Reformation — H.
Grattan Guinness

The Beformation
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This is an outstanding series of lectures exposing the Roman Catholic Church
as “MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE
EARTH.” of Revelation 17:5. I got the text from PDF file ROMANISM AND THE
REFORMATION and posted it here to make it easier to read. If you still doubt
the Roman Catholic Church represents Mystery Babylon, rather that knock the
idea, why not read at least the first chapter of what Henry Grattan Guiness
had to say?

PREFACE

Henry Grattan
Guinness — (11
August 1835 — 21
June 1910), an
Irish Protestant
Christian
preacher,
evangelist and
author.

THE following lectures were delivered, by request, under the auspices of the
Protestant Educational Institute, at Exeter Hall, in the spring of this year
[1887]. That Institute exists to do a much needed work to keep alive,
especially in the hearts of the rising generation, some measure of
intelligent sympathy with the Protestant traditions of our country. England’s
Protestantism has long been England’s glory, and the direct cause of her
unrivaled prosperity and peculiar preeminence among the nations of Europe.
That Protestantism is now sustaining a double attack, from without and from
within. Yet few seem fully alive to the danger. The late Lord Beaconsfield
saw it clearly enough however. “Your empire and your liberties are more in
danger at this moment,” he said, “than when Napoleon’s army of observation
was encamped at Boulogne.” What would he have said had he lived to see the
present position of affairs!

The Reformation of the sixteenth century, which gave birth to Protestantism,
was based on Scripture. It gave back to the world the Bible. It taught the
Scriptures; it exposed the errors and corruptions of Rome by the use of the
sword of the Spirit. It applied THE PROPHECIES, and accepted their practical
guidance. Such Reformation work requires to be done afresh. We have suffered
prophetic anti-papal truth to be too much forgotten. This generation is
dangerously latitudinarian indifferent to truth and error on points on which
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Scripture is tremendously decided and absolutely clear.

These lectures, simple and popular as they are, will, it is hoped, open many
minds to perceive that the Bible gives no uncertain sound as to Romanism, and
that those who will be guided by its teachings must shun an apostasy against
which the sorest judgments are denounced.

The lectures are given as delivered, with the exception of the first and
last, which have been extended and modified. In recasting and enlarging the
opening lecture on the Daniel foreview, and the closing one on the
Reformation, I have availed myself of the valuable help of my beloved wife,
who has for so many years been my fellow laborer both in literary and
evangelistic work.

I shall rejoice if these lectures obtain a wide circulation, for they
contain, I am sure, truth for the times, truth deeply and increasingly
needed, not only for the preservation of the civil and religious liberties of
our country and empire, but for the practical guidance of the people of God
in these last days.

H. GRATTAN GUINNESS Harley House, Bow, E., June 1st, 1887.
PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

From the first appearance of these lectures in the form in which they were
originally published, I have been urged to produce a cheap popular edition
suited for wide-spread distribution. I do so now the more willingly because
the need of testimony to Protestant Truth is increasing instead of
diminishing. Romanism and Ritualism are making extensive progress year by
year, and seriously imperil “The Protestant Religion and Liberties of
England.” The duty of diffusing information on the true character and history
of “Romanism and the Reformation” is one which presses on God’'s faithful
people in these days. The apathy of many as to the present crisis only
increases the danger, and intensifies the call for clear and cogent teaching
suited to counteract the Romeward tendencies of these times. The testimony of
Scripture, especially of the “sure word of Prophecy,” should be set forth
afresh, as in the days of the Reformation, that those in danger of departing
from the faith once delivered to the saints may be warned, and those who have
so departed may be delivered. The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but
spiritual, and mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds. Our
combat is with error, therefore let us diffuse the Truth. Books and pamphlets
bearing on the questions at issue, and taking the side of Truth, should be
circulated by the million. Let our readers do what they can in this
direction, without delay, committing the result to Him who has promised that
His word shall not return to Him void, but shall accomplish the ends for
which He has sent it.

H. GRATTAN GUINNESS. HARLEY HOUSE, BOW, LONDON, E. MAY 1ST, 1891.
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Fifty years ago the eminent statesman, Sir Robert Peel said, with remarkably
clear foresight: “The day is not distant, and it may be very near, when we
shall all have to fight the battle of the Reformation over again.”

That day has come. It has been upon us for some time. It has found us
unprepared, and as a result the battle is to some extent going against us.
More than three centuries of emancipation from the yoke of Rome three hundred
years of Bible light and liberty had made us overconfident, and led us to
underestimate the power and influence of the deadliest foe, not only of the
gospel of God, but also of Protestant England. Britain’s honorable
distinction of being the leading witness among the nations for the truth of
the gospel and against the errors of Romanism had come to be lightly esteemed
among us. Our fathers won this distinction through years of sore struggle and
strife; they purchased it with their best blood, and prized it as men prize
that which costs them dear. It had cost us nothing, we were born to it; we
knew not its value by contrast as they did. In the early part of this century
the power of Rome was in these lands a thing of the past, and it seemed to be
fast decaying even in other lands. The notion grew up among us that there was
no need to fear any revival of that deadly upas tree, which is the blight of
all that is great and good, pure and prosperous. The light of true knowledge
had for ever dispelled the dark fogs of superstition, so it was supposed;
mediaeval tyrannies and cruelties cloaked under a pretense of religion could
never again obtain a footing in these lands of light and liberty. We might
despise and deride the corruptions and follies of Rome, but as to dreading
her influence no. She was too far gone and too feeble to inspire fear, or
even watchfulness.

This was all a delusion, and we have been roughly undeceived. The difficult
and dangerous crisis through which England is now passing is the direct
result of the course of action taken under this delusion, and God only knows
what the ultimate consequences may be. A serpent may be scotched, yet not
killed; it may retain life enough to turn and inflict on its foe a fatal
wound. The ground may be purged from a destructive weed, but the little
remnants left behind may sprout and spread so as speedily to pervade the plot
anew. It has been thus with Romish influence in Protestant England.

Let facts speak. Fifty years ago there were not five hundred Roman priests in
Great Britain; now there are two thousand six hundred. Fifty years ago there
were not five hundred chapels; now there are fifteen hundred and seventy-
five. Fifty years ago there were no monasteries at all in Britain; now there
are two hundred and twenty-five. There were even then sixteen convents, but



now there are over four hundred of these barred and bolted and impenetrable
prisons, in which fifteen thousand Englishwomen are kept prisoners at the
mercy of a celibate clergy, who have power, unless their behests are obeyed,
to inflict on these hapless and helpless victims torture under the name of
penance. Fifty years ago there were but two colleges in our land for the
training of Roman Catholic priests i.e., of men bound by oath to act in
England as the agents of a foreign power, the one great object of which is
avowed to be the dismemberment of our empire and the ruin of our influence in
the world; now there are twenty-nine such schools. And, strangest of all,
England, who once abolished monasteries and appropriated to national uses the
ill-gotten gains of Rome, is now actually endowing Romanism in her empire to
the extent of over a million of money per annum. The exact amount is
1,052,657 pounds.

Results even more serious have arisen from the dropping on the part of
evangelical Christianity of its distinctive testimony against Romish doctrine
and practice. An apostasy has taken place in the Reformed Church of England
itself, and multitudes of its members, uninstructed in the true nature and
history of the Church of Rome, and ignorant of the prophetic teachings of
Scripture about it, have rejoiced in a return to many of the corruptions of
doctrine and practice which their forefathers died to abolish. Our reformed
faith is thus endangered both from without and from within, and it can be
defended only by a resolute return to the true witness home by saints and
martyrs of other days. We must learn afresh from Divine prophecy God’s
estimate of the character of the Church of Rome if we would be moved afresh
to be witnesses for Christ against this great apostasy. As Protestants, as
Christians, as free men, as philanthropists, as those who are acquainted with
the teachings of history, we deplore the existing state of things; we regard
all these changes as a retrograde movement of the most dangerous character,
and we feel constrained to renew the grand old PROTEST to which the world
owes its modern acquisitions of liberty, knowledge, peace, and prosperity. We
recognize it as a patent and undeniable fact, that the future of our race
lies not with Papists, but with Protestants. Its leading nations this day are
not Papal Italy, Spain, and Portugal, but Protestant Germany, England, and
America. What has made the difference? The nations that embraced the
Reformation movement of the sixteenth century have never since ceased to
advance in political power, social prosperity, philanthropic enterprise, and
general enlightenment; while the nations that refused it and held fast to the
corruptions of Rome have as steadily retrograded in all these respects.

“By their fruits ye shall know them.”

The present course of lectures is intended to arouse fresh attention to the
great controversy between the Church of Rome and evangelical Churches. In
this war the Roman army stands on one side, and Protestantism in one unbroken
phalanx on the other. The regiments of Rome wear but one scarlet uniform, fly
but one Papal flag, and use in their religious ceremonies but one dead
language Latin; the Protestant army, on the other hand, consists of many
divisions, clad in differing uniforms, flying different flags, and speaking
different tongues. But, like the composite hosts of Germany in the struggle
with France, they are all the stronger for their voluntary union; they can



cordially join in the great struggle. The secondary denominational
differences existing between Episcopalians, Presbyterians, and Nonconformists
are all lost sight of in their common conflict with Rome; and the sole issue
is between those who hold to the old gospel of Christ, and those who teach
another gospel which is not another.

Our subject in these lectures is Romanism and the Reformation from the
standpoint of prophecy: that is, we propose to give you, not any merely human
view of the subject, but the Divine view; not the opinions of the lecturer
about it, but the teachings of prophets and apostles, the judgment of the
only wise God as expressed in His sacred word, in this blessed Divine
revelation which sheds its beams on every subject of interest to the people
of God. It is a fact, that though the canon of Scripture was closed ages
before Romanism began to exist, and fifteen centuries before the Reformation,
yet it presents the Divine judgment as to both. The Bible records the past in
its histories and the future in its prophecies, which are simply history
written beforehand. It expresses moreover moral judgments as to the
individuals it describes and the acts which it records, and it similarly
expresses moral judgments respecting the individuals and actions which it
predicts. It warned the Church against the wiles of Rome Papal, even from the
days of Rome Pagan. John, the victim of Nero and Domitian, painted for
posterity pictures of the martyrs of the Inquisition, and of the cruelties of
tyrants more merciless than the Caesars.

In viewing this question from the standpoint of prophecy, consequently, our
object is, not merely to trace the fulfillment of sacred prediction in the
broad facts of history, as a proof of the inspiration of Scripture though our
lectures must of course do that but it is even more to present the Divine
view of the Roman Papal system, to show what infinite reprobation and
abhorrence Scripture pours upon it, and what an awful doom it denounces
against it. If we know what God thinks of any system, we know what we ought
to think of it and how we ought to act towards it. Forewarned is forearmed.
Had the youth of the last two or three generations of England been carefully
instructed in the Scriptures bearing on this subject, we should not have
lived to see our country troubled and in peril of dismemberment through
Jesuit intrigues, nor our national Church divided against itself, to its own
imminent danger, and one section of it relapsing into the apostasy from which
the Reformation had delivered it.

Let me first define distinctly the three terms in our title Romanism, the
Reformation, and Prophecy. Let me answer the questions: What is Romanism?
What was the Reformation? What is Prophecy?

ROMANISM IS APOSTATE LATIN CHRISTIANITY

Not apostate Christianity merely, but apostate LATIN Christianity. The Greek
Church, the Armenian Church, the Coptic Church are all apostate in greater or
less degrees, and the Protestant Church itself has no small measure of
apostasy in it; but it is of Romanism, or Latin Christianity, alone that we
now speak, because it is the great and terrible power of evil so largely
predicted by the prophet Daniel and by the Apostle John; it is the special



apostasy which bulks most largely in prophecy, and it is the culmination of
Christian apostasy. It includes all whose public worship is conducted in
Latin and who own allegiance to the Pope of Rome.

Dean Milman’s history of the Church of Rome is called “The History of Latin
Christianity.” Archbishop Trench speaks of Gregory the Great as “the last of
the Latin Fathers, and the first in the modern sense of the popes,” and says
he “did more than any other to set the Church forward on the new lines on
which it must travel, to constitute a Latin Christianity with distinctive
features of its own, such as broadly separate it from the Greek.”1l Romanism
is this Latin Christianity become apostate.

II. The Reformation was A RETURN TO PRIMITIVE OR NON-APOSTATE CHRISTIANITY
accomplished between three and four centuries ago in this country, in
Germany, and some other countries of Europe. One feature of this great
movement was the abandonment of the use of Latin in public worship, and the
translation of the Scriptures into living language, so that all nations might
read the word of God in their own tongue, and understand for themselves its
sacred messages. The names of Luther, Zwingle, Erasmus, Tyndale, Knox,
Calvin, Latimer, Ridley, Cranmer, Hooper, and others, are associated with
this “Reformation.”

IIT. And, in the third place, Prophecy is THE DIVINELY GIVEN MIRROR OF THE
FUTURE. “Things not seen as yet” are reflected on its surface with more or
less distinctness. They may be partially discerned beforehand, and clearly
identified when the time of fulfillment comes. Thus the first advent of
Christ was shown, though but as in a glass darkly, thousands of years before
it took place; and so the tragic episodes of the siege of Jerusalem were
presented to the mind of Moses ages before the city was even built. Romanism
and the Reformation both lay afar in the distant future when Daniel and John
foresaw their history; but their prophetic visions and writings reflect both
one and the other with a distinctness and clearness which is the exact
equivalent of their magnitude and importance in the history of the Church and
of the world.

Bear in mind these three brief definitions:
1. Romanism is apostate Latin Christianity.

2. The Reformation was a return to primitive non-apostate Christianity
accomplished three centuries ago.

3. Prophecy is the mirror of the future.

Let us next inquire, What is this Romanism, or Latin Christianity, as
distinguished from Greek, or Protestant, or any other form of the faith of
Christ? As to its doctrines and practices, we will answer this question later
on in our course of lectures, quoting from its own acknowledged standards.
For the present we must confine ourselves to a consideration of its history.
But before I give you a brief outline of this, I may state that there are
three distinct sets of prophecies of the rise, character, deeds, and doom of
Romanism. The first is found in the book of Daniel, the second in the



epistles of Paul, and the third in the letters and Apocalypse of John; and no
one of these three is complete in itself. It is only by combining their
separate features that we obtain the perfect portrait. Just as we cannot
derive from one gospel a complete life of Christ, but in order to obtain this
must take into account the records in the other three: so we cannot from one
prophecy gather a correct account of antichrist; we must add to the
particulars given in one those supplied by the other two. Some features are
given in all three prophecies, just as the death and resurrection of Christ
are given in all four gospels. Others are given in only two, and others are
peculiar to one. As might be expected from the position and training of the
prophet who was a statesman and a governor in Babylon, Daniel’s foreview
presents the POLITICAL character and relations of Romanism. The Apostle
Paul’s foreview, on the other hand, gives ECCLESIASTICAL character and
relations of this power; and John’s prophecies, both in Revelation thirteen
and seventeen, present the COMBINATION OF BOTH, the mutual relations of the
Latin Church and the Roman State. He uses composite figures, one part of
which represents the political aspect of Romanism as a temporal government,
and the other its religious aspect as an ecclesiastical system.

In this lecture we deal with Daniel’s political foreview, with his
predictions of the great power of evil which was revealed to him as destined
to arise in the fourth empire, and which he describes in chapter 7 of his
book. Before we consider this prophecy you must allow me briefly to recall a
few well-known historical facts, that none can deny or question.

The last twenty-five centuries of human history that is, the story of the
leading nations of the earth since the days of Nebuchadnezzar has been
divided into two chronologically equal parts, each lasting for about twelve
and a half centuries. During the first half of this period four great heathen
empires succeeded each other in the rule of the then known earth the
Babylonian, Medo-Persian, Grecian, and Roman empires. They lasted from the
eighth century before Christ to the fifth century of our era, and ended with
the fall of the last emperor of Rome, Romulus Augustulus, A.D. 476. During
the second half of this period no one great empire has ever ruled over the
whole sphere dominated by these old pagan governments. Power has been more
divided, and modern kingdoms have replaced ancient empires. A commonwealth of
nations has for the last twelve hundred years existed in the territory once
governed by old Rome, and no monarch has ever succeeded in subjecting them
all to himself. This makes a broad distinction between ancient and modern
times, and the dividing line is the fall of the old Roman empire, the break
up of the last form of ancient civilization, the one which preceded our
modern Christian civilization.

Rome itself that great and ancient city was founded about the beginning of
the long period I have named, and has therefore been in existence for nearly
two thousand six hundred years, though for many centuries it had but a local
reputation. Gradually it rose to importance, and in the second century before
Christ it attained supremacy in the earth. After that it was for about five
hundred years the magnificent metropolis of the last and mightiest of the
four great empires of antiquity, the seat of its government the very heart
and center of the then known world. Nineveh and Babylon had each in its day



been great metropolitan cities of wonderful size, wealth, and influence; but
the realms they ruled were small compared to those over which Rome in its
zenith of power exercised her imperial sway. She was for long ages, in the
esteem of all civilized nations as well as in her own, “mistress of the
world.” Her proud pre-eminence of position was based on an unequaled degree
of military strength and power. It was a rule, not of right, but of might,
and it subjected the world to itself. Remains still extant, not only in all
parts of Europe, but in Africa and Asia, and above all in Rome itself,
sufficiently attest the wide extent of the sway of Rome, the luxury of her
princes and people, and the refinements of her civilization. Roman roads,
Roman camps, Roman baths, Roman coins, statues, and remains of every kind
abound even in our own little isle, some of which have been examined with
interest by most of us. Roman laws, Roman literature, and the fundamental
relation of the Latin language to the languages of modern Europe afford
clearer evidences still of the universal, mighty, and long-enduring influence
of the ancient masters of he world.

Up to the beginning of the fourth century of our era Rome was a pagan city,
and the emperor was the high priest of its religion. The ruins of its old
heathen shrines still adorn the city. The Pantheon, which is now a church
dedicated to the Virgin Mary and all the martyrs, was formerly a heathen
temple dedicated to Cybele and all the gods of the ancient mythology. But in
the fourth century of our era heathenism fell prostrate before that faith of
Christ which for three centuries Rome had persecuted and sought to
exterminate; the religion of Jesus of Nazareth overthrew the religion of
Jupiter Olympius, and the Emperor Constantine established Christianity as the
creed of the world. Rome had become the seat of a Christian bishop before
that date, and in the division and decay of the Roman empire which soon
followed, this bishop, owing to his metropolitan position, became a person of
great importance and the head of Latin Christianity. As other rulers passed
away, and as the power of Rome waned before the hordes of Gothic and Vandal
invaders, the Christian bishopric, sole survival of the old institutions in
Rome, raised its head like a rocky reef in the midst of a wild expanse of
roaring billows. It remained when all else failed around it. At first it had
itself been a small, weak, new thing under the shadow of a great, mighty, and
ancient power. But time brought changes, and gradually it became the stable,
strong, and only ancient thing in the midst of the turbulent young Gothic
nations into which the fragments of the old Roman dominions slowly
crystallized. To these rude and recently evangelized people the Church of
Rome was naturally the mother Church, and the Bishop of Rome the chief of
Christian bishops. The tendency of the Latin episcopate thus enthroned in the
old metropolis of the world, in the midst of ignorant, superstitious, and
childlike Gothic nations, was to become first a monarchical, and then an
imperial power. This tendency was deep and enduring; it worked for centuries,
till at last it produced that singular blasphemous usurpation and tyrannical
government which we call the Papacy.

The rise of this power was, like all great growths, gradual and slow. From
the middle of the fifth century to the end of the thirteenth i, e. for
between eight and nine hundred years it was steadily waxing greater and
greater, rising higher and higher, reaching forth its branches more widely,



and making more extravagant claims and pretensions. Time would of course fail
me to trace the rise of ecclesiastical power in the Middle Ages to the
monstrous proportions it assumed in the thirteenth century. After the
conversion of Constantine, when Christianity became the established religion
of the Roman world, the Church passed rapidly from a state of persecution,
poverty, and distress to one of honor, wealth, and ease; and it degenerated
as rapidly from its early purity. Covetousness and avarice came in like a
flood, and ecclesiastical power became an object of eager ambition, even to
ungodly men. The bishop was a wealthy, influential, worldly dignitary,
instead of a humble Christian pastor. Opulence poured in upon the priesthood,
alike from the fears and the affections of their converts; and their
intellectual superiority over the barbarian nations had the effect of
increasing still more their ascendancy. The time came when they alone
retained any semblance of learning, or could prepare a treaty or write a
document, or teach princes to read. By a variety of sordid frauds they
contrived to secure to the Church immense wealth and an enormous share of the
land. But they recognized their own subjection to the secular power, and
respected mutually each other’s independence. Claims to supremacy over other
bishops began however before long to be advanced by the bishops of Rome,
sometimes on one ground and sometimes on another, but it was long before they
were admitted.

Papal authority indeed made no great progress beyond the bounds of Italy
until the end of the sixth century. At this period the celebrated Gregory I,
a talented, active, and ambitious man, was Bishop of Rome. He stands at the
meeting place of ancient and mediaeval history, and his influence had a
marked effect on the growth of Latin Christianity. He exalted his own
position very highly in his correspondence and intercourse with other bishops
and with the sovereigns of western Europe, with whom he was in constant
communication. Claims that had previously been only occasionally suggested
were now systematically pressed and urged. He dwelt much on the power
conferred on the bishops of Rome in the possession of the keys of the kingdom
of heaven, which were committed to Peter and his successors. The Gothic
nations were too ignorant to unravel the sophistries of this clever and
determined priest, and they permitted him to assume a kind of oversight of
their ecclesiastical matters.

His successor, Boniface III, carried these pretensions still higher. He was
the last of the bishops of Rome and the first of the popes. In his days the
claim to supremacy over all other bishops was, not only definitely made, but
it was acknowledged by the secular power and confirmed by an imperial edict.
The wicked usurper Phocas, to serve his own selfish purposes, conceded to
Boniface III in A.D. 607 the headship over all the Churches of Christendom. A
pillar is still standing in Rome which was erected in memory of this
important concession. This was a tremendous elevation, the first upward step
on the ladder that led the bishops of Rome from the humble pastorate of a
local Church to the mightiest throne in Europe. But still all that was
claimed or granted was simple episcopacy, though of a universal kind; no
thought of secular government existed at this period. The matter however did
not stop here. This supreme episcopal jurisdiction led to constant
interferences of the Roman bishop in the affairs of the various nations of



Christendom, and to ever-increasing pretensions to authority in matters
secular as well as ecclesiastical, until five hundred years later, in A.D.
1073, Pope Gregory VII took a great stride in advance and established.

He was the first who claimed, as the representative of Deity, to be above all
the kings of the world. This proud and self-exalting man strove, and strove
successfully, not only to emancipate the spiritual power from all control by
the State, not only to secure for it absolute independence, but, further, to
subject the secular power of princes to the spiritual power of priests, and
thus to establish at Rome in his own person and in the succession of the
Roman pontiffs an absolute and supreme ruler of the world. Nor did he
propound this new and startling doctrine as a theory only. With daring and
audacity he excommunicated the German emperor Henry IV, released his subjects
from allegiance to him, and forbade them to obey him as sovereign.2 He
actually succeeded in exacting humiliating concessions from the emperor, and
yet he subsequently bestowed his kingdom on another. This pope turned the
bishopric of Rome into a universal and unlimited monarchy, and the sovereigns
of Europe were unable to oppose his unprecedented usurpations. He established
also an undisguised and irresistible despotism over the national Churches in
other lands, by enacting that no bishop in the Catholic Church should enter
on the exercise of his functions until the pope had continued his election,
ar law of far-reaching and vast importance, by which perhaps more than by any
other means Rome sustained for centuries her temporal power as well as her
ecclesiastical influence.

Many of the constant quarrels between our own early English kings and the
popes of Rome, as well as many similar feuds on the Continent, arose out of
this flagrant usurpation of national rights and invasion of national
liberties. It virtually took from the Churches the power to appoint their own
bishops, and placed them under a foreign despotism. The clergy of all nations
were by this time enslaved to the Papacy, and by obeying its bulls of
excommunication and giving effect to its interdicts they placed in the pope’s
hand a lever to move the world. During the interdict the churches in a
country were all closed, bells silent, the dead unburied; no masses could be
performed, no rites except those of baptism and extreme unction celebrated.
This state of things was so dreadful to a superstitious age, that monarchs
were obliged to yield lest their people should revolt. The result of every
such interdict was an increase to the power of the Papacy, and they soon
brought all refractory rulers in Europe to terms.

When the maxims of Gregory VII had been acted out for a century, and the
power to trample on the necks of kings had come to be regarded by churchmen
as an inherent right of the Papacy, the proud spirit of Papal aggression
reached its climax. The period of climax may be dated from the pontificate of
Innocent III, A.D. 1198. The leading objects which the Roman pontiffs had
steadily pursued for centuries seemed at last attained: independent
sovereignty, absolute supremacy over the Christian Church, and full control
over the princes of Europe.

The historian Hallam says of this man: “He was formidable beyond all his
predecessors, perhaps beyond all his successors. On every side the thunder of



Rome broke over the heads of princes.”3 He excommunicated Sweno, king of
Norway; threatened the king of Hungary to alter the succession; put the
kingdom of Castile under an interdict; and when Philip Augustus of France
refused at his bidding to take back his repudiated wife, Innocent did not
hesitate to punish the whole nation by putting France also under the same
dreaded penalty, until her king humbly submitted to the pope’s behest. King
John of England and Philip II of Aragon were both constrained to resign their
kingdoms and receive them back as spiritual fiefs from the Roman pontiff, who
claimed also the right to decide the election of the emperors of Germany by
his confirmation or veto. “The noonday of Papal dominion extends from the
pontificate of Innocent III inclusively to that of Boniface VIII., or, in
other words, throughout the thirteenth century. Rome inspired during this age
all the terror of her ancient name; she was once more the mistress of the
world, and kings were her vassals.” 4

Innocent III claimed also the right to dispense with both civil and canon law
when he pleased, and to decide cases by the plenitude of his own inherent
power. He dispensed also with the obligation of promises made on oaths,
undermining thus the force of contracts and treaties. The military power of
the Papacy dates also from this man, as the crusades had left him in
possession of an army. Systematic persecution of so-called heretics began
also in this pontificate. The corruptions, cruelties, and assumptions of the
Papacy had become so intolerable, that protests were making themselves heard
in many quarters. It was felt these must be silenced at any cost, and a
wholesale slaughter of heretics was commenced with a view to their
extermination. The Inquisition was founded, the Albigenses and Waldenses were
murderously persecuted, and superstition and tyranny were at their height.
From this century Papal persecution of the witnesses for the truth never
ceased until the final establishment of Protestantism at the end of the
seventeenth century.

In A.D. 1294 Boniface VIII became pope, and by his superior audacity he threw
into the shade even Innocent III. He deserves to be designated the most
usurping of mankind, as witness his celebrated bull Unam Sanctam In this
document the full claims of the Papacy come out. We have noted several ever-
increasing stages of Papal assumption already, but now wereach the climax u
the claim which, if it were a true one, would abundantly justify all the
rest; we reach the towering pinnacle and topmost peak of human self-
exaltation. What was the claim of Boniface VIII? It was that

THE POPE REPRESENTS GOD ON EARTH.

As this claim is the most extraordinary and audacious ever made by mortal
man, I will state it, not in my own words, but in the words of the highest
Papal authority. In the summary of things concerning the dignity, authority,
and infallibility of the pope, set forth by Boniface VIII, are these words:
“The pope is of so great dignity and excellence, that he is not merely man,
but as if God, and the vicar of God (non simplex homo, sed\par quasi Deus, et
Dei vicarius). The pope alone is called most holy..Divine monarch, and supreme
emperor, and king of kings..The pope is of so great dignity and power, that
he constitutes one and the same tribunal with Christ (faciat unum et idem



tribunal cum Christo), so that whatsoever the pope does seems to proceed from
the mouth of God (ab ore Deo)..The pope is as God on earth (papa est QUASI
DIAS IN TERRA).”

That which was claimed by Boniface VIII in the thirteenth century has been
claimed ever since by a succession of popes down to Pius IX and Leo XIII in
the nineteenth century. The pope speaks today as the vicar of Christ, as
God’s vice-regent. The great ecumenical council of 1870 proclaimed him such,
and declared him to be INFALLIBLE! A professor of history in the Roman
university, writing on the council of 1870, uses the following language,
which strikingly expresses the Papal ideal: “The pope is not a power among
men to be venerated like another. But he is a power altogether Divine. He is
the propounder and teacher of the law of the Lord in the whole universe; he
is the supreme leader of the nations, to guide them in the way of eternal
salvation; he is the common father and universal guardian of the whole human
species in the name of God. The human species has been perfected in its
natural qualities by Divine revelation and by the incarnation of the Word,
and has been lifted up into a supernatural order, in which alone it can find
its temporal and eternal felicity. The treasures of revelation, the treasures
of truth, the treasures of righteousness, the treasures of supernatural
graces upon earth, have been deposited by God in the hands of one man, who is
the sole dispenser and keeper of them. The life-giving work of the Divine
incarnation, work of wisdom, of love, of mercy, is ceaselessly continued in
the ceaseless action of one man, thereto ordained by Providence. This man is
the pope. This is evidently implied in his designation itself, the vicar of
Christ. For if he holds the place of Christ upon earth, that means that he
continues the work of Christ in the world, and is in respect of us what
Christ would be if He were here below, Himself visibly governing the Church.”
5

Do you hear these words? Do you take them in? Do you grasp the thought which
they express? Do you perceive the main idea and central principle of the
Papacy? The pope is not simply man, but “as if God” and “the vicar of God,”
as God on earth. No wonder the sentence is addressed to every pope on his
coronation, “Know thou art the father of princes and kings, and the governor
of the world”; no wonder that he is worshipped by cardinals and archbishops
and bishops, by priests and monks and nuns innumerable, by all the millions
of Catholics throughout the world; no wonder that he has dethroned monarchs
and given away kingdoms, dispensed pardons and bestowed indulgences,
canonized saints, remitted purgatorial pains, promulgated dogmas, and issued
bulls and laws and extravagants, laid empires under interdicts, bestowed
benedictions, and uttered anathemas!

Who is like unto him on earth? What are great men, philosophers, statesmen,
conquerors, princes, kings, and even emperors, of the earth compared to H IM?
Their glory is of the earth, earthy; his is from above, it is Divine! He is
the representative of Christ, the Creator and Redeemer, the Lord of all. He
is as Christ; he takes the place of Christ. He is as God, as God on earth.
This blasphemous notion is the keystone of the entire Papal arch; it is the
stupendous axis on which the whole Papal world has rotated for ages, and is
rotating at this hour.



But to complete this very brief sketch of the history of Romanism, I may just
remind you that the long and checkered decline of Papal dominion may be dated
from the pontificate of Boniface VIII, from the end of the thirteenth
century. Early in the next century Clement V took the strange and fatal step
of removing the seat of Papal government from Rome to Avignon, where it
remained for seventy years, greatly to the detriment of its authority and
power. There it was to some extent dependent on the court of France, and it
also lost the affections of Italy and the prestige of Rome. Then came the
great schism which seriously weakened and discredited the Papacy. Rival popes
ruled at Rome and Avignon. Corruption and rapacity, demoralization and
disaffection rapidly increased, and there supervened that darkest hour of the
night which precedes the dawn.

Ere long Wycliffe, the morning star of the Reformation, arose, and at last
came the blessed movement itself, with Martin Luther and the rest of the
reformers, which delivered Germany, England, and other lands from the Papal
yoke, dividing Christendom into two camps, Romanist and Protestant. Vainly
did Rome seek with frantic efforts to arrest or reverse this movement!
Hecatombs of martyrs, oceans of blood, centuries of war could not stop it. At
the beginning of the sixteenth century Rome boasted that not a single heretic
could be found; now Christendom contains a hundred and fifty millions of
those whom the Papacy calls heretics, and whom it would exterminate by fire
and sword if it could. It did succeed in crushing out the Reformation
movement in France, Spain and Italy by awful Inquisition tortures, by bloody
massacres, by cruel wars, by the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, by the
deeds of such men as Philip of Spain with his armada, and the Duke of Alva
with his cruelties in the Netherlands. Rome recovered some of the ground she
lost in the Reformation, and she still exercises spiritual power over a
hundred and eighty millions of mankind. Though her temporal power was
overthrown for a time in the French Revolution, and to the joy of Italy
brought to an end in 1870, her claim to it is in no wise abated, nor her
pretension that she has a right to rule the world. The religion of Rome has
so disgusted the continental nations, that, knowing nothing better, they have
drifted into practical infidelity, and with one consent they have to a large
extent despoiled the Church of her revenues, secularized her property and her
religious houses, and repudiated her interference in their respective
governments.

For the last five hundred years the authority of the Papacy has been
declining. “Slowly and silently receding from their claims to temporal power,
the pontiffs hardly protect their dilapidated citadel from the revolutionary
concussions of modern times, the rapacity of governments, and the growing
aversion to ecclesiastical influence..Those who know what Rome has once been
are best able to appreciate what she is. Those who have seen the thunderbolt
in the hands of the Gregories and the Innocents will hardly be intimidated at
the sallies of decrepitude, the impotent dart of Priam amid the crackling
ruins of Troy.” So wrote Henry Hallam in the early part of this century; and
while the fall of the temporal power has since taken place, and carried to
low-water mark that steady ebb tide of Papal influence which he alleges, yet
there has been during the last half century a revival of Romish influence in
Protestant nations, which Hallam probably did not expect. I must not pause to



estimate the causes or the importance of this revival here, but shall have
occasion to allude to it again later on.

Let me now propose to you a puzzle. It is to condense into some brief, simple
sentences, which could be read in a few minutes, an accurate, comprehensive,
graphic summary of the thirteen hundred years of Papal history. Milman’s
“History of Latin Christianity” is here on the table. It occupies nine octavo
volumes, and would take weeks to read. Ranke’s “History of the Popes” is in
three volumes, and does not cover the whole subject. D’Aubigne’s “History of
the Reformation” is in five volumes, and takes up only one episode of the
long story. The Papacy has existed for thirteen centuries, has had to do with
forty or fifty generations of mankind in all the countries of Christendom.
Its history is consequently extremely complicated and various. It embraces
both secular and ecclesiastical matters, and has more or less to do with all
that has happened in Europe since the fall of the old Roman empire. The time
is long, the sphere is vast, the story exceedingly complex. I want you to
tell it all, in outline at least, in a narrative that you could read in less
than five minutes or write in ten. You must bring in every point of
importance: the time and circumstances of the origin of the Papacy, its moral
character, its political relations, its geographical seat, its self-exalting
utterances and acts, its temporal sovereignty, and a comparison of the extent
of its dominions with those of the other kingdoms of Europe; its blasphemous
pretensions, its cruel and long-continued persecutions of God’s people, the
duration of its dominion, its present decay, and the judgments that have
overtaken it; and you must moreover add what you think its end is likely to
be, and explain the relation of the whole history to the revealed plan of
Divine providence.

You must get all this in not in the dry style of an annual Times summary of
the events of the year u but in an interesting, vivid, picturesque style,
that will impress the facts on the memory, so that to forget them shall be
impossible.

Can you do it? I might safely offer a prize of any amount to the person who
can solve this puzzle and write this story as I have described. But hard,
even impossible as it would be for you to do this, even if you perfectly knew
the history of the last thirteen centuries, how infinitely impossible would
it be if that history lay in the unknown and inscrutable future, instead of
in the past and present! If no eye had seen, nor ear heard it; if it was an
untraversed continent, an unseen world, a matter for the evolution of the
ages yet to come u who then could tell the story at all, much less in brief?.
Now this is precisely what the prophet Daniel, by inspiration of the
omniscient and eternal God, has done. He told the whole story of the Papacy
twenty-five centuries ago. He omitted none of the points I have enumerated,
and yet the prophecy only occupies seventeen verses of a chapter which can be
read slowly and impressively in less than five minutes. This is because it
was written in the only language in which it is possible thus to compress
multum in parvo, the ancient language of hieroglyphics. God revealed the
future to Daniel by a vision in which he saw, not the events, but the living,
moving, speaking hieroglyphics of the events. These Daniel simply describes,
and his description of them constitutes the prophecy written in the seventh



chapter of his book. Our consideration of this remarkable prediction we must
however postpone for the present, as we have already claimed your attention
long enough for one lecture.

(x]
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Allow me to commence this lecture by reading to you Daniel’s description of
the divinely designed hieroglyph by which the history of Rome was prefigured.
He has previously described the hieroglyphics of the Babylonian, Persian, and
Grecian empires, and then he says:

After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful
and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it
devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it:
and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten
horns. I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another
little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by
the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a
mouth speaking great things. I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and
the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of
his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his
wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him:
thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand
stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened. I beheld
then because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake: I beheld
even till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the
burning flame. As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion
taken away: yet their lives were prolonged for a season and time. I saw in
the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds
of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before
him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all
people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which
shall not be destroyed. I Daniel was grieved in my spirit in the midst of my
body, and the visions of my head troubled me. I came near unto one of them
that stood by, and asked him the truth of all this. So he told me, and made
me know the interpretation of the things. These great beasts, which are four,
are four kings, which shall arise out of the earth. But the saints of the
most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for
ever and ever. Then I would know the truth of the fourth beast, which was
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diverse from all the others, exceeding dreadful, whose teeth were of iron,
and his nails of brass; which devoured, brake in pieces, and stamped the
residue with his feet; And of the ten horns that were in his head, and of the
other which came up, and before whom three fell; even of that horn that had
eyes, and a mouth that spake very great things, whose look was more stout
than his fellows. I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and
prevailed against them; Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was
given to the saints of the most High; and the time came that the saints
possessed the kingdom. Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth
kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall
devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces. And
the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise: and another
shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall
subdue three kings. And he shall speak great words against the most High, and
shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and
laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the
dividing of time. But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his
dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto the end. And the kingdom and
dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be
given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an
everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.

In these verses you have the entire story of the Papacy, and what is more,
you have its future as well as its past, the judgment of God as to its moral
character and deserts.

And how vivid the coloring, how graphic the picture! I wish I could paint,
or, better still, display in action before your eyes, such a dreadful and
terrible and exceedingly strong wild beast, with its brazen claws and iron
teeth, and ravening, ferocious nature, with its ten horns and its strange,
head-like “little horn,” able to see and speak and blaspheme the Almighty, so
as at last to bring down destruction on the beast itself! I wish I could let
you watch it U rending and tearing its enemies, breaking their bones in
pieces, devouring their flesh, and in wanton, fierce ferocity stamping on and
trampling with its brazen-clawed feet what it cannot consume! If you had
learned the ABC of the language of hieroglyphics you would at once recognize
that such creatures as this are figures of godless empires, kingdoms which
are brutal in their ignorance of God, in their absence of self-control, in
their bestial instincts; which love bloodshed and are reckless of human
agony, selfish, terrible, cruel, mighty. They represent and recall proud
military heroes, like Julius Caesar, who trample down all that oppose them;
cruel despots, who oppress their fellows; reckless conquerors like Tamerlane
and Napoleon, to whom the slaughter of millions of mankind was a matter of no
moment. This is the generic signification of all such hieroglyphs.

But we are not left to guess the meaning and application of this particular
monster. The symbol has a Divine interpretation. “The fourth beast,” we read,
“shall be the fourth kingdom upon the earth.” That, beyond all question, was
Rome, as all historians agree u the fourth and last of the great universal
empires of antiquity. The monster represents Rome, her whole existence as a
supreme or ruling power, after the fall of the Greek or Macedonian beast



before her attacks (197 B.C.). It represents therefore the history of Rome
for over 2,000 years in the past, and on into a time still future; for, be it
well noted, this beast ravages and rules, and his characteristic little horn
blasphemes and boasts, right up to the point when empires like to wild beasts
come to an end, and “the Son of man and the saints of the Most High take the
kingdom and possess it for ever.”

It is important that we should clearly grasp one great historical fact; i.e.
the rule of Rome has never, since it first commenced, ceased to exist, save
once, for a very brief period during the Gothic invasions. It has changed in
character, as we have seen, but it has continued. Rome ruled the known world
at the first advent of Christ, and still rules hundreds of millions of
mankind, and will continue so to do right up till the second advent of
Christ. So this prophecy teaches; for not until the Son of man takes the
dominion of the earth, and establishes a kingdom that shall never pass away,
is the monster representing Roman rule destroyed. The rule of Rome, we
repeat, has never ceased. It was a secular pagan power for five or six
centuries; it has been an ecclesiastical and apostate Christian power ever
since, that is to say, for twelve or thirteen centuries. There lay a brief
period between these two main stages, during which professing Christian
emperors ruled from Rome, followed by an interval when, for a time, it seemed
as if the great city had received a fatal blow from her Gothic captors. It
seemed so; but it was not so, for the word of God cannot be broken. The rule
of Rome revived in a new form, and was as real under the popes of the
thirteenth century as it had been under the Caesars of the first. It was as
oppressive, cruel, and bloody under Innocent III. as it had been under Nero
and Domitian. The reality was the same, though the forms had changed. The
Caesars did not persecute the witnesses of Jesus more severely and bitterly
than did the popes; Diocletian did not destroy the saints or oppose the
gospel more than did the Inquisition of Papal days. Rome is one and the same
all through, both locally and morally. One dreadful wild beast represents
her, though the symbol, like the history it prefigures, has two parts. There
was the undivided stage, and there has been the tenfold stage. The one is
Rome pagan, the other Rome Papal; the one is the old empire, the other the
modern pontificate; the one is the empire of the Caesars, the other is the
Roman Papacy.

I speak broadly, omitting all detail for the present. We shall find more of
that when we come by- and-by to John’s later foreview. Daniel’s was a distant
view in the days of Belshazzar, too distant altogether for detail. No artist
paints the sheep on the hillside if the hill be fifty miles off; he may
sketch its bold outline, but he omits minor detail. So Daniel’s distant
foreview, dating from 2,500 years ago, shows the two great sections of Roman
history U the undivided military empire, followed by the commonwealth of
Papal Christendom, the latter as truly Latin in character as the former; and
he shows the end of Rome at the second advent of Christ. But he refrains from
encumbering his striking sketch with confusing political details. He does not
fail however to delineate fully the moral and religious features of the power
ruling from Rome during the second half of the story, the power symbolized by
the proud, intelligent, blasphemous, head-like “little horn” of the Roman
beast. To this he devotes, on the contrary, the greater part of the prophecy;



and I must ask you now carefully to note the various points that prove this
horn to be a marvelous prophetic symbol or hieroglyph of the Roman Papacy,
fitting it as one of Chubb’s keys fits the lock for which it is made,
perfectly and in every part, while it refuses absolutely to adapt itself to
any other.

The main points in the nature, character, and actings of this “little horn,”
which we must note in order to discover the power intended, are these:

1. Its place: within the body of the fourth empire.

2. The period of its origin: soon after the division of the Roman territory
into ten kingdoms.

3. Its nature: different from the other kingdoms, though in some respects
like them. It was a horn, but with eyes and mouth. It would be a kingdom like
the rest, a monarchy; but its kings would be overseers or bishops and
prophets.

4. Its moral character: boastful and blasphemous; great words spoken against
the Most High.

5. Its lawlessness: it would claim authority over times and laws.

6. Its opposition to the saints: it would be a persecuting power, and that
for so long a period that it would wear out the saints of the Most High, who
would be given into its hand for a time.

7. Its duration: “time, times and a half,” or 1260 years.

8. Its doom: it would suffer the loss of its dominion before it was itself
destroyed. “They shall take away its dominion, to consume and destroy it to
the end.”

Here are eight different and perfectly tangible features. If they all meet in
one great reality, if we find them all characterizing one and the same power,
can we question that is the power intended? They do all meet in the Roman
Papacy, whose history I have just briefly recalled, and we are therefore bold
to say it is the great and evil reality predicted. A few words on each of
these points, to convince you that this is the case.

1. Its place. No one can question that the Papacy is a Roman, as
distinguished from a Greek or an oriental, power. Its seat is the seven-
hilled city; its tongue is the Latin language of Caesar and of Pliny and of
Tacitus; its Church is the Church of Rome, and is the only Church that is or
ever has been named from a city. Others have been named from countries or
from men; the Papal Church alone bears the name of a city, and that city is
Rome. The Papacy fulfills the first condition therefore.

2. Its time. We have shown that the last Bishop of Rome and the first pope
was Boniface III., A.D. 607. Now the western empire of Rome came to an end
with the fall of Romulus Augustulus, A.D. 476; that is, 130 years earlier.
During that time the ten kingdoms were forming in the body of the old empire,



and during that time the simple pastor of the Church was transformed into a
pope. The little horn grew up among the ten. The Papacy developed
synchronously with the Gothic kingdoms.

3. Its nature. The power symbolized by the little horn is of course a
kingdom, like all the other ten; but it is not merely this. It is “diverse,”
or different from all the other ruling dynasties with which it is associated.
It is a horn of the wild beast, but it has human eyes and a human voice,
denoting its pretensions to be a seer, or prophet, and a teacher. It takes
the oversight of all the ten, it is an overseer or bishop, and it has “a
mouth speaking great things.” Its paramount influence depends, not on its
mere material power, for it is small as a kingdom, a “little horn,” but on
its religious pretensions. Does not this exactly portray the Papacy? Was it
not diverse or different from all the Gothic kingdoms amid which it existed?
Was it a mere kingdom? Nay, but a spiritual reign over the hearts and minds
as well as the bodies of men a reign established by means, not of material
weapons, but of spiritual pretensions. It was founded not on force, but on
falsehood and fraud, and the superstitious fears of the half-civilized and
ignorant Gothic kingdoms.

The popedom has always been eager to proclaim its own diversity from all
other kingdoms. It claims “a princedom more perfect than every human
princedom,” surpassing them “as far as the light of the sun exceeds that of
the moon.” It arrogates to itself a character as superior to secular kingdoms
as man to the irrational beasts. Its laws are made not with the best human
wisdom; but auctoritate, scientia, ac plenitudine, with fullness of Divine
knowledge and the fullness of apostolic power. Is not the Papacy sufficiently
diverse from all the rest of the kingdoms of western Europe to identify it as
the little horn? What other ruling monarch of Christendom ever pretended to
apostolic authority, or ruled men in the name of God? Does the pope dress in
royal robes? Nay, but in priestly garments. Does he wear a crown? Nay, but a
triple tiara, to show that he reigns in heaven, earth, and hell? Does he
wield a scepter? Nay, but a crosier or crook, to show that he is the good
shepherd of the Church. Do his subjects kiss his hand? Nay, but his toe!
Verily this power is “diverse” from the rest, both in great things and
little. It is small in size, gigantic in its pretensions. It is, or was for
centuries, one among many temporal kingdoms in Europe. It is the only one
which claims a spiritual authority and universal dominion.

4. Its moral character. The salient feature here is the “mouth speaking very
great things.” Great words spoken against the Most High, and “a look more
stout than his fellows.” Audacious pride and bold blasphemy must characterize
the power that fulfills this point of the symbol.

We ask then, Has the Papacy exhibited this mark also? Time would fail me to
quote to you verbatim its great words, its boastful self-glorifications, and
its outrageous blasphemies against God! You will find pages of them quoted in
my work on “The Approaching End of the Age,” and volumes filled with them
exist, for Papal documents consist of little else. The Papal claims are so
grotesque in their pride and self- exaltation, that they almost produce a
sense of the comic, and that feeling of pitying contempt with which one would
watch a frog trying to swell itself to the size of an ox! I must however
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mention some of the claims contained in these “great words,” which will show
you the nature of Papal blasphemies. It is claimed, for instance, that “no
laws made contrary to the canons and decrees of Roman prelates have any
force,” that “the tribunals of all kings are subject to the priests,” that
“no man may act against the discipline of the Roman Church,” that “the Papal
decrees or decretal epistles are to be numbered among the canonical
Scriptures,” and not only so, but that the Scriptures themselves are to be
received only “because a judgment of holy Pope Innocent was published for
receiving them.” It is claimed that “emperors ought to obey, and not rule
over pontiffs”; that even an awfully wicked pope, who is a “slave of hell,”
may not be rebuked by mortal man, because “he is himself to judge all men and
to be judged by none,” and “since he was styled God by the pious prince
Constantine, it is manifest that God cannot be judged by man”! They claim
that no law, not even their own canon laws, can bind the popes; but that just
as Christ, being maker of all laws and ordinances, could violate the law of
the Sabbath, because He was Lord also of the Sabbath, so popes can dispense
with any law, to show they are above all law!

u

It is claimed that the chair of St. Peter, the see of Rome, is “made the head
of the world”; that it is not to be subject to any man, “since by the Divine
mouth it is exalted above all.” In the canon laws the Roman pontiff is
described as “our Lord God the pope,” and said to be “neither God nor man,
but both.” But the climax of assumption, the keystone of the arch of Papal
pretension, is probably to be found in the “extravagant” of Boniface VIII.,
the Unam Sanctam, which runs thus: “All the faithful of Christ by necessity
of salvation are subject to the Roman pontiff, who judges all men, but is
judged by no one.” “This authority is not human, but rather Divine..Therefore
we declare, assert, define, and pronounce, that to be subject to the Roman
pontiff is to every human creature altogether necessary for salvation.”

All these claims were incessantly and universally urged all down the
centuries by the popes of Rome, and are still advanced, as boldly as ever, in
official decretals, bulls, extravagants, decisions of canonists, sentences of
judges, books, catechisms, sermons, and treatises of all kinds. There is no
mistaking what they amount to. The pope claims Divine inspiration, his words
are to be received as the words of God; no laws can bind him, he is supreme
over all; the very Scriptures derive their authority from him; implicit
obedience to him is the only way of salvation. He is exalted above all,
supreme over all nations, kings, emperors, princes, bishops, archbishops,
Churches, over all the world; he is as God on earth, and as such to be
worshipped and obeyed. Let me quote you from his own lips some of the great
words of the little horn. The following language affords a mere sample of
thousands of such Papal blasphemies.

The greatness of priesthood began in Melchisedek, was solemnized in Aaron,
continued in the children of Aaron, perfected in Christ, represented in
Peter, exalted in the universal jurisdiction, and manifested in the pope. So
that through this pre-eminence of my priesthood, having all things subject to
me, it may seem well verified in me, that was spoken of Christ, “Thou has
subdued all things under His feet, sheep and oxen, and all cattle of the
field, the birds of heaven, and fish of the sea,” etc.: where it is to be



noted that by oxen, Jews and heretics, by cattle of the field, pagans be
signified..by sheep and all cattle are meant all Christian men, both great
and less, whether they be emperors, princes, prelates, or others; by birds of
the air you may understand angels and potentates of heaven, who be all
subject to me, in that I am greater than the angels, and that in four things,
as afore declared, and have power to bind and loose in heaven, and to give
heaven to them that fight in my wars; lastly, by the fishes of the sea, are
signified the souls departed, in pain or in purgatory.

All the earth is my diocese, and I am the ordinary of all men, having the
authority of the King of all kings upon subjects. I am all in all and above
all, so that God Himself and I, the vicar of God, have but one consistory,
and I am able to do almost all that God can do. In all things that I list, my
will is to stand for reason; for I am able by the law to dispense above the
law, and of wrong to make justice in correcting laws and changing

them. .Wherefore if those things that I do be said not to be done of man, but
of God, what can you make me but God? Again, if prelates of the Church be
called and counted of Constantine for gods, I then, being above all prelates,
seem by this reason to be above all gods. Wherefore no marvel if it be in my
power to change time and times, to alter and abrogate laws, to dispense with
all things, yea, with the precepts of Christ; for where Christ biddeth Peter
put up his sword, and admonishes His disciples not to use any outward force
in revenging themselves, do not I, Pope Nicholas, writing to the bishops of
France, exhort them to draw out their material swords? And whereas Christ was
present Himself at the marriage in Cana of Galilee, do not I, Pope Martin, in
my distinction, inhibit the spiritual clergy to be present at marriage
feasts, and also to marry? Moreover where Christ biddeth us lend without hope
of gain, do not I, Pope Martin, give dispensation for the same? What should I
speak of murder, making it to be no murder or homicide to slay them that be
excommunicated? Likewise against the law of nature, item against the
apostles, also against the canons of the apostles, I can and do dispense; for
where they in their canon command a priest for fornication to be deposed, I,
through the authority of Sylvester, do alter the rigor of that constitution,
considering the minds and bodies also of men to be weaker than they were
then.

After that I have now sufficiently declared my power in earth, in heaven, in
purgatory, how great it is, and what is the fullness thereof in binding,
loosing, commanding, permitting, electing, confirming, disposing, dispensing,
doing, and undoing, etc., I will speak now a little of my riches and of my
great possessions, that every man may see by my wealth, and abundance of all
things, rents, tithes, tributes, my silks, my purple miters, crowns, gold,
silver, pearls and gems, lands and lordships. For to me pertaineth first the
imperial city of Rome, the palace of Lateran; the kingdom of Sicily is proper
to me; Apulia and Capua be mine. Also the kingdom of England and Ireland, be
they not, or ought they not to be, tributaries to me? To these I adjoin also,
besides other provinces and countries, both in the occident and orient, from
the north to the south, these dominions by name. [Here follows a long list.]
What should I speak here of my daily revenues, of my firstfruits, annats,
palls, indulgences, bulls, confessionals, indults and rescripts, testaments,
dispensations, privileges, elections, prebends, religious houses, and such



like, which come to no small mass of money?..Whereby what vantage cometh to
my coffers it may partly be conjectured..But what should I speak of Germany,
which the whole world is my diocese, as my canonists do say, and all men are
bound to believe; except they will imagine (as the Manichees do) two
beginnings, which is false and heretical? For Moses saith, In the beginning
God made heaven and earth; and not, In the beginnings. Wherefore, as I began,
so I conclude, commanding, declaring, and pronouncing, to stand upon
necessity of salvation, for every human creature to be subject to me (Foxe:
“Acts and Monuments,” vol. 4., p. 145).

It is futile to allege that the Papacy does not make these claims and speak
these great words against God, but in His name and as His representative. The
answer is patent. This prophecy foretells what the power predicted would do,
not what it would profess to do. Does the Papacy give God the glory, or does
it glorify itself? Facts cannot be set aside by false pretensions. Satan
disguises himself as an angel of light. The head of a Christian Church would
not overtly array himself against Christ; if he does so, it will be under
semblance of serving Him.1

The Papacy has abundantly branded on her own brow this particular of the
prophecy U the boastful, blasphemous claim to Divine authority and absolute
dominion. It has assumed Divine attributes, and even the very name of God,
and on the strength of that name claimed to be above all human judgment.

5. Lawlessness was the next feature we noted in the little horn. We have
given above some specimens of the Papal claim to set aside all laws Divine
and human.

The pope has also annulled the only surviving law of paradise, confirmed by
the words of Christ. The Lord ordained, “What God hath joined together, let
no man put asunder.” The pope ordains, “We decide also that, according to the
sacred canons, the marriages contracted by priests and deacons be dissolved,
and the parties brought to do penance.” The Papacy has further annulled the
second commandment, given on the mount by the lips of God U in theory, by the
childish and false distinction between heathen idols and Christian images;
and in practice, by hiding it from the people, and blotting it out from the
catechisms of general instruction. The pope has further annulled the main
laws of the gospel. He forbids the cup to the laity, although the Lord
Himself has commanded, “Drink ye all of it.” He forbids the people of Christ,
in general, to use the word of God in their own tongue; though Christ Himself
has charged them, “Search the Scriptures.” He forbids the laity to reason or
converse on the doctrines of the gospel; though St. Peter has commanded them,
“Be ye ready to give a reason of the hope that is in you.” The pope, finally,
sanctions the invocation of saints and angels: though St. Paul has warned us,
“Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and
worshipping of angels”; though St. John has renewed the charge to the
disciples of Christ, “Little children, keep yourselves from idols”; and an
angel from heaven renews the caution, in his words to the same holy apostle,
“See thou do it not, for I am thy fellow servant; worship God” (Birks, “First
Two Visions of Daniel,” pp. 258, 259).

6. Systematic and long continued persecution of the saints is one of the most



marked features of the little horn of the prophecy. It is predicted that he
should “wear out the saints of the Most High.” His first great characteristic
is blasphemous opposition to GOD; his next salient feature is oppressive
cruelty towards men: and just as Christ allowed His people to suffer ten
persecutions under the pagan emperors of Rome, so he allowed His faithful
witnesses to be worn out by the cruelties of Papal Rome. “They shall be given
into his hand.” The Church has to tread in the footsteps of Christ Himself,
who resisted unto blood striving against sin, and was put to death by the
power of Rome. She is called to the fellowship of His sufferings; and while
they secured the salvation of our race, hers have not been unfruitful, for
the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.

But we must compare the facts of history with the prediction of prophecy on
this point, to see how deeply this mark is engraved on the Papacy as upon no
other power that has ever existed in the earth. That the Church of Rome and
her Papal head have persecuted largely and long, none can pretend to deny; in
fact, so far from denying it, Rome glories in it, and regards it as one of
her greatest merits. Other nations have now abandoned as unsound “the bloody
tenet of persecution.” Rome retains it still, approves it theoretically, and
would carry it out as vigorously as ever practically, if she could. Other
powers have persecuted to a small extent and occasionally, in the past, but
never systematically and by law throughout ages. All but Rome now hold
religious liberty to be an inherent right of man. Rome has, on the other
hand, persecuted on principle, and steadily from the seventh century right on
to the French Revolution and to some extent almost to the present time. She
does so still in the secret recesses of her nunneries and monasteries, under
the name of penance. Why else does she require shops for the sale of
instruments of bodily torture, such as exist this day in London?

Rome’s contention is, not that she does not persecute, but only that she does
not persecute saints. She punishes heretics U a very different thing. The
first would be wicked, the last she esteems laudable. In the Rhemish New
Testament there is a note on the words “drunken with the blood of saints,”
which runs as follows: “Protestants foolishly expound this of Rome, because
heretics are there put to death. But their blood is not called the blood of
saints, any more than the blood of thieves or man-killers, or other
malefactors; and for the shedding of it no commonwealth shall give account.”
This is clear. Rome approves the murder of “heretics,” and fully admits that
she practices her principles.

The question therefore becomes this, Are those whom Rome calls “heretics” the
same as those whom Daniel calls “saints”? If so, the identification of the
Papacy is as complete in this respect as in all the previous points. In order
to arrive at an answer to this question, let us take Rome’s own definition of
a heretic. The following statements are from authorized documents, laws, and
decrees of the Papacy, dating from the time of Pope Pelagius in the sixth
century, twelve hundred years ago. “Schism is an evil. Whoever is separated
from the apostolic see is doubtless in schism. Do then what we often exhort.
Take pains that they who presume to commit this sin be brought into
custody..Do not hesitate to compress men of this kind, and if he despise
this, let him be crushed by the public powers.” This, it will be observed,



makes a want of perfect submission to the pope, even though no false doctrine
or evil practice be alleged, a ground for persecution. Pope Damasus, whose
election to the pontificate was secured by a hundred and thirty-seven
murders, authorizes persecution of those who speak against any of the holy
canons, and adds, “It is permitted neither to think nor to speak differently
from the Roman Church.” This is one of the canons which it is blasphemy to
violate; and he who ventures to differ, even in thought, on any point
whatever from the Roman Church is therefore a heretic. Hundreds of decisions
on detailed examples of heresy are all summed up in this one. The Roman
decrees everywhere supply similar definitions. Whatever is short of absolute,
unconditional surrender of all freedom of act or word, or even of thought and
conscience, is heresy. Every evangelical Christian in the world is therefore,
according to Romanist canons, a heretic, and as such liable to “punishment.”
And moreover Rome frankly admits that it is only where she cannot in the
nature of things carry out her ecclesiastical discipline that she is
justified in refraining from persecution. The Papacy teaches all her
adherents that it is a sacred duty to exterminate heresy. From age to age it
has sought to crush out all opposition to its own dogmas and corruptions, and
Papal edicts for persecution are innumerable. The fourth Lateran Council
issued a canon on the subject, which subsequently became an awful instrument
of cruelty.

For long ages it was held and taught universally that whoever fell fighting
against heretics had merited heaven. Urban II. issued a decree, acted on,
alas! to this day in Ireland, that the murder of heretics was excusable. “We
do not count them murderers who, burning with the zeal of their Catholic
mother against the excommunicate, may happen to have slain some of them.” If
not absolutely murdered, heretics might be ill treated ad libitum, according
to an ordinance of Gregory IX., who writes to the Archbishop of Milan: “Let
those understand themselves to be absolved the debt of fidelity, homage, and
all manner of service, who were bound by any compact, however firmly
ratified, to those who have fallen into heresy.” Systematic persecution and
extermination of heretics among their subjects was constantly enjoined on
kings and emperors; such were required solemnly to swear on their coronation
that they would, according to their power, faithfully render their service to
the pope. If they neglected to do it, the sovereign pontiff would declare the
vassals free and give their realms to rigid Papists who would more
effectually persecute. If monarchs became heretics themselves, they were to
be deposed and anathematized. Thus Pius V. “issued a bull for the damnation
and excommunication of Queen Elizabeth and her adherents,” cutting her off
from “the unity of the body of Christ,” depriving her of her crown and
kingdom, and pronouncing a curse on her and on all who continued to obey her.

The laws of the Papacy on this subject increase in malignity from the
beginning down to modern times. Bellarmine argues for the necessity of
burning heretics, a practice which Luther had asserted to be contrary to the
Spirit of God. He says: “Experience teaches that there is no other remedy;
for the Church has proceeded by slow steps, and tried all remedies. First,
she only excommunicated. Then she added a fine of money, and afterwards
exile. Lastly, she was compelled to come to the punishment of death. For
heretics despise excommunication, and say that those lightnings are cold. If



you threaten a fine of money, they neither fear God nor regard men, knowing
that fools will not be wanting to believe in them, and by whom they may be
sustained. If you shut them in prison, or send them into exile, they corrupt
those near to them with their words, and those at a distance with their
books. Therefore the only remedy is, to send them betimes into their own
place.”

Under these bloody maxims those persecutions were carried on, from the
eleventh and twelfth centuries almost to the present day, which stand out on
the page of history. After a signal of open martyrdom had been given in the
canons of Orleans, there followed the extirpation of the Albigenses under the
form of a crusade, the establishment of the Inquisition, the cruel attempts
to extinguish the Waldenses, the martyrdom of the Lollards, the cruel wars to
exterminate the Bohemians, the burning of Huss and Jerome, and multitudes of
other confessors, before the Reformation; and afterwards the ferocious
cruelties practiced in the Netherlands, the martyrdom of Queen Mary'’s reign,
the extinction, by fire and sword, of the Reformation in Spain and Italy, by
fraud and open persecution in Poland, the massacre of Bartholemew, the
persecutions of the Huguenots by the League, the extirpation of the Vaudois,
and all the cruelties and perjuries connected with the revocation of the
Edict of Nantes. These are the more open and conspicuous facts which explain
the prophecy, besides the slow and secret murders of the holy tribunal of the
Inquisition” (Birks: “First Two Visions of Daniel,” pp. 248,249).

A Romanist writer, who deplored the persecuting policy of his Church u
Professor Rossetti U writes: It makes the heart of a true Christian bleed to
think of this fatal error of the Latin Church, which by persecuting others
laid the foundation of her own irreparable ruin. That the opinions held by
these so-called heretics were most injurious to the Church of Rome cannot be
denied, but the means taken to destroy them were, of all others, the most
likely to strengthen them, and render them more deeply rooted. Daniel and St.
John foretold that Satan’s delegate would use horrid cruelties, and inundate
Babylon with the blood of Christ’s martyrs; and the pope, to prove that he
was not that delegate, did use horrid cruelties, and cause Rome to overflow
with the purest of Christian blood!

So Sismondi, the historian writes: To maintain unity of belief the Church had
recourse to the expedient of burning all those who separated themselves from
her; but although for two hundred years the fires were never quenched, still
every day saw Romanists abjuring the faith of their fathers and embracing the
religion which often guided them to the stake. In vain Gregory IX., in A.D.
1231, put to death every heretic whom he found concealed in Rome. His own
letters show that the heretics only increased in numbers.

It must never be forgotten that all Rome’s ordinances against heresy, all its
statutes of persecution, remain in its canon law unabrogated, unchanged, and
as the Papacy is infallible in its own esteem U unchangeable, “irreformable.”
Its present disuse of persecution practically is the result of the heavy
judgments which have, since the Reformation, and especially since the French
Revolution, overtaken it. It has now no army and no Inquisition of its own,
nor is any single kingdom in Europe willing any longer to act as its
executioner. It lacks the power u it utterly lacks the power U to persecute



directly or indirectly. It can only stir up sedition and revolt in Protestant
countries, and thus endeavor to injure and weaken Protestant powers, as it is
doing today in Ireland and in the United States. It is too weak politically
to defy modern society by reintroducing mediaeval tortures, massacres,
religious crusades, and the auto da fe. But it is as willing as ever, and
awaits the opportunity only. As a drunkard may retain his vicious appetite
when he has no longer the means of gratifying it, so Rome long drunken with
the blood of saints U is restrained from further maddening and debasing
draughts of her dreadful beverage by nothing but inability to procure them.
The Papacy, by justifying as righteous all the horrible persecutions of the
past, attests her readiness to renew them whenever the opportunity may serve.

As I shall have to recur to this subject when treating of St. John’s foreview
of Romanism, I will add nothing further on this point. I have said enough to
show, that this sixth mark of the little horn attaches most distinctly to the
Papacy, and indicates it alone among all the powers that have ever held sway
on the Roman earth. It has martyred by millions the saints of God, the best
and holiest of men. Its persecuting edicts range over the entire period of
its existence; the present pope has endorsed them by his approval of the
syllabus of Pius IX., and he threw over them the mantle of infallibility.

7. Its duration. A certain definite period is assigned to the rule of the
little horn. That period is expressed in symbolic language, harmonious with
the symbolic or hieroglyphic character of the whole prophecy. It is “time,
times and a half,” or “1,260 days.” This is a miniature symbol of the empire,
and the little horn of the Papacy of Rome. Scripture elsewhere gives us the
scale on which it is to be enlarged, “a year for a day.” It means therefore
1,260 years. The political supremacy and the persecuting power of the see of
Rome were to last for this period and no longer. We have shown you that the
popedom dates from the beginning of the seventh century. Twelve and a half
centuries added brings us to the end of the nineteenth century U in other
words, to the days we live in, and in which Rome has ceased to be governed by
its popes and has become the capital of the kings of Italy. I have no time to
expound this chronological point fully to you this evening. If you wish to
study it, you will find it carefully and exactly treated in my recent work,
“Light for the Last Days.” But it leads me to the final point in this
identification.

8. The doom of the predicted power. What is the end of this symbolic horn?
“They shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it to the end.”
“The beast was slain, and his body destroyed and given to the burning flame.”
This last clause of prophecy is of course not yet fully accomplished, as it
is the coming of the Son of man in the clouds of heaven that brings about the
final consummation (v. 13). Speculations about the future we leave to
futurists, and therefore it might at first sight seem as if we ought to say
nothing on this point of the prophecy. But it is not so.

This doom consists clearly of two parts: first, the consuming and destroying
to the end; and then the end itself, symbolized by the slaughter of the
beast, the committal of his body to the burning flame. Now the first part of
this doom is fulfilling, and has been fulfilling ever since the Reformation,
and especially ever since the French revolution; though the second part is



still future. We ask, Has there not been going on for the last few centuries
a process by which the once mighty power of the Papacy has been sensibly
consumed U a weakening process, analogous to consumption in the human frame U
a wasting decay tending to extinction?

It must be borne in mind that this prophecy of Daniel takes up the political
aspect of the great antichrist, not his religious character. It views him as
a monarch of the Roman world, not as a bishop of the Christian Church. We
come to that aspect of his career presently, when we take up Paul’'s foreview.
Here it is one horn among ten, one kingdom among ten Latin kingdoms, though
in some senses ruling over them all. The question is, Has there not been such
a decay and diminution of Papal sovereignty, such a wasting and weakening of
Papal power, such a loss of revenue, influence, and territory, as may be
fairly said to fulfill this prediction?

Now I mentioned some facts at the beginning of this lecture which indicate a
very considerable growth of Papal influence in England during the last fifty
years. Many so fix their gaze on these facts as to get an impression that
Romanism is gaining ground in the world generally. This is very far from
being the case, as a glance at the comparative positions of the Papacy in the
thirteenth century and the two following ones, with its position now in the
nineteenth, will show. Then Rome actually exercised the “dominion” which she
can now only claim. Then, with the consent of his barons, the king of England
agreed to hold his kingdom as the pope’s feudatory, and to pay him annually
one hundred thousand marks as an acknowledgment. Can you imagine Queen
Victoria and the lords and commons of England agreeing to that sort of thing
now? Then the great and valiant emperor of Germany stood for three winter
days and nights barefoot in the courtyard of “His Holiness,” waiting for the
honor of an audience, in which he might beg the pope’s pardon for having
acted as an independent monarch! Can you imagine the Kaiser Wilhelm, of
Berlin, doing that now? Then wherever he pleased the pope could suspend all
the observances of religion, even to the burial of the dead and the marriage
of the living, in any country with which he was offended. In what kingdom
could he do so now? Long after his absolute dominion was gone, the pope had
what were called concordats with different nations, in which it was agreed
that, in return for the pope’s spiritual support, they would uphold him when
the last vestige of his temporal dominion was violently taken away.

Direct political power he now has none, though his position as head of the
apostate Roman Church gives him still immense indirect influence. The ten
kings as such have entirely shaken off his yoke, and he himself has no longer
any sovereign jurisdiction. His territories are taken away, as well as his
dominion. The wealth, which was once enormous, is equally gone; the immense
landed estates belonging to the convents are, for the most part, confiscated
to secular uses. But the greatest fact of all in this connection is the
number of those who have rejected his religious pretension. At the Lateran
Council, in 1513, after all the so-called heretics had been silenced by fire
and sword, an orator, addressing the pope, said, “The whole body of
Christendom is now subject to one head, even to thee; no one now opposes, no
one now objects.” Today there are about a hundred and fifty million
Protestants in the world! Has not the dominion of the Papacy been consumed?



Can a few thousand perverts in England weigh much against this stupendous
fact, that 150,000,000 of mankind are no more subject to the Pope of Rome
than to the Lama of Tibet? When we take into account all the twelve centuries
of Papal history, and remember that this emancipation belongs to the last
three only, we must admit that the predicted consumption has made
considerable progress. The political dominion and the temporal possessions
are gone; the Papacy is no longer a kingdom, but only an ecclesiastical
power, and, counting the Greek Church, there are far more so- called
Christians outside than inside the pale of the apostate Latin Church, of
which it is the head.

This feature of the prediction is then as clearly applicable to Romanism as
all the rest. Let me inquire, can any one suggest any other power in which
all these marks, or the majority of them, meet? They are eight in number, and
definite in character. The prophecy lays its finger on the place where we are
to find the great enemy ROME; on the point of time in the course of history
at which we may expect to see him arise the division of the Roman territory
into a commonwealth of kingdoms; it specifies the nature of the power
politico-ecclesiastical; its character blasphemously self-exalting, lawless,
and persecuting; it measures its duration 1,260 years; and specifies its doom
U to have its dominion gradually consumed and taken away, and then to be
suddenly destroyed for ever, because of its blasphemous assumptions, by the
epiphany in glory of the Son of man, introducing the kingdom of God on earth.

The proof that the Papacy is the power intended is strictly cumulative. If it
answered to one of these indications there would be a slight presumption
against it; if to several, a strong one; if to the majority, an overwhelming
one; while if it answer to all, then the proof that it is the power intended
becomes to candid minds irresistible. There is not a single clause in the
prophecy that cannot be proved to fit the Roman Papacy exactly, except the
last, which is not yet fulfilled.

Rome, which in her pagan phase defiled and destroyed the literal temple of
God at Jerusalem, in her Papal days defiled and destroyed the anti-typical
spiritual temple of God U the Christian Church. Was it not worthy of God to
warn that Church beforehand of the coming of this dreadful antichristian
power, and to cheer her in all the sufferings she would have to endure from
its tyranny by a knowledge of the issue of the great and terrible drama? Was
it not right that the Roman power, pagan and Papal, should occupy as
paramount a place on the page of Scripture as it has actually done on the
page of history? The eighteen Christian centuries lay open before the eye of
the omniscient God, and no figure stood out so prominently in all their long
course as that of the great antichrist. The pen of inspiration sketched him
in a few bold, masterly strokes; and there is no mistaking the portrait. In
subsequent lectures I shall have much to say to you of the antichristian
doctrines and practices of the Papacy. Tonight we have but studied the broad
outline drawn in the days of Belshazzar, which forms a broad foundation for
what must follow.

Notice, in conclusion, the evidence of inspiration afforded by this wonderful
prophecy. Could Daniel foresee the things that were coming on the earth? How
should he happen to light on the notion that there would be four universal



empires, and four only, and that after the fourth there would arise u what
the world had never seen before a commonwealth often kingdoms? How could he
depict so strange and peculiar a power as the Papacy? How could he conceive
it? A little, weak kingdom, yet controlling all kingdoms! a human dynasty
like any other, yet exalting itself against God, and slaughtering His saints!
a power so wicked that heaven itself is moved for its destruction, and the
whole Roman earth ruined on its account! Supposing for a moment this was a
sketch from imagination: how comes it that history has so wonderfully
realized it? The prediction did not produce its own fulfillment, for they who
fulfilled it denied its application to themselves. It was not concocted to
fit the events, for the events did not begin for a thousand years after it
was published. The events were not arranged by men to fit the prophecy, for
they extend over forty successive generations. There is no solution of the
problem save the true one: “Holy men of old spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost”; “He revealeth the deep and secret things: He knoweth what is in
the darkness, and the light dwelleth with Him.”

Let me then solemnly charge you, reverence this holy volume, heed its
warnings, dread the judgments it denounces, believe its promises, obey its
precepts, study its sacred predictions; for be ye very sure it is the
inspired word of the only living and true God, who is, as Nebuchadnezzar
declared of old, “a God of gods, a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets.”

(]
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You will remember that in my last lecture I stated that the three foreviews
of Romanism presented in prophecy by Daniel, Paul, and John respectively,
have three distinctive characters. Daniel gives mainly its political
relations and its broad moral features; Paul presents its ecclesiastical
relations and its religious features; and John, by the two compound
hieroglyphs which he employs and which we will consider in the next lecture,
exhibits the combination of the two aspects a politico-ecclesiastical power.
He shows also the changing relations between its contrasted yet united
elements during their long joint career, and foretells the distinctive doom
of each.

It must never be forgotten that the Roman Papacy was for long ages an
absolute, unlimited, tyrannical monarchy, a worldly, secular government. It
had its territorial dominions, its provinces, cities, and towns; it had its
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court, its nobles, its ambassadors, its army, its police, its legislature,
its jurisprudence, its laws, its advocates, its prisons, its revenues, its
taxes, its exchequer, its mint, its arsenals, its forts, its foreign
treaties, and its ambitious, selfish plans and policy, just as much as any
mere secular kingdom. But it was also something very different it was the
head of the Latin Church; it was a great ecclesiastical power; it was a
religion as well as a government. As such it had its dioceses and parishes,
its spiritual hierarchy of archbishops, bishops, priests, and deacons, its
theological schools and colleges and professors, its abbots and deans, its
councils and synods and chapters, its monasteries and convents, its orders of
mendicant and other friars, its services and sacraments, its creeds and
confessions, its doctrines and discipline, and its penances and punishments.
Romanism is a comprehensive term, including both these widely different
organizations. Both had their center in the seven-hilled city, and both
regarded the Roman pontiff as head. Just as in the old pagan times the
Caesars themselves had been both emperors and high priests of the national
religion, so the popes in mediaeval times were fountainheads of authority
both in the kingdom and in the Church. The ecclesiastical position of the
emperors was however rather a name than a reality; while that of the popes
was most real. They were practically and effectively head in both realms.

From his remote point of view, in the Babylonian era, the statesman-prophet
Daniel saw mainly the political status of the Papacy. From his five-hundred-
years-later standpoint, under the empire of Rome, the Christian Apostle Paul
saw and foretold most clearly the ecclesiastical character of the coming
antichrist; and this evening we are to consider this latter foreview of
Romanism we are to study it as a Church system. I must ask you at your
leisure to study very carefully three or four passages in the writings of the
Apostle Paul, especially the third and fourth chapters of his first letter to
Timothy, and the second chapter of his second epistle to the Thessalonians.
You will see that Paul’s foreview consists of two parts: the first gives a
general view of a great apostasy, which would in due time arise in the
Church; and the second a carefully drawn portrait of the power in which that
apostasy would be headed up. He had even previously predicted the apostasy in
his parting address to the elders of the Church at Ephesus, recorded in #Acts
20.

He had told them that there would arise not from the outside world, but from
among themselves, the pastors or bishops of the Church “grievous wolves, not
sparing the flock.” “Of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse
things, to draw away disciples alter them; therefore watch, and remember how
I ceased not to warn you.” This was but a brief and passing glance into the
dark future; but the momentary glimpse suffices to show the outline of the
evils which time was to develop, and which Paul so fully predicted later on.
Ten pagan persecutions lay before the Church; but Paul does not predict them.
Myriads of Christians were to do literally what he did figuratively, to fight
with wild beasts in Roman amphitheaters; but the Apostle’s prophetic gaze
rests not on any such spectacle. No! a worse evil by far was to befall the
Church: an enemy was to arise in her midst, an apostasy was to originate in
her bosom, and eat like a cancer into her vitals. Her own leaders were to
mislead her; her very pastors, instead of feeding the flock, would feed on



it, and devour it like ravening wolves. Perverse pastors, selfish, mercenary
bishops, would draw away disciples after themselves, instead of drawing them
to Christ as Paul had done. He had coveted no man’s silver or gold, as he
reminds them: but these apostate bishops who should arise would be of a
wholly different character, robbing and oppressing the Church as wolves the
flock; they would be the direct opposites of the Good Shepherd who gave His
life for the sheep, and of the apostolic ministry which follows in His steps.

This first warning prediction of the Apostle Paul was addressed, it is true,
especially to the elders or bishops of Ephesus; but in view of all that has
happened since, it is easy to see that the Ephesian branch of bishops were at
any rate representative, for the words are a prediction of the ecclesiastical
corruption that culminated in the Papacy. It strikes the keynote as to the
nature of the evil from which the Church was destined to suffer so long and
so widely. The pagan persecutions, which threatened to exterminate the early
generations of Christians, were harmless to the Church compared to the
internal corruption and cruel tyranny introduced by her own bishops later on.
Paul’'s foreview, from the first, was of an ecclesiastical evil, one arising
not from the throne of the emperors but from the bench of bishops, not
outside but inside the Church. You will feel the importance of this fact
later on in our course more than you can do now; I urge you to take special
note of it.

In the picture of the coming apostasy which Paul draws in 1 Timothy he adds
many an additional and dark detail. After giving practical precepts for the
organization and government of the infant Church, and specifying the
qualifications essential in its bishops and deacons (one of which was that
they should be married men), and after summing up the faith of Christ in a
brief epitome of “the mystery of godliness,” he writes and we may well
believe he did so with a heavy heart:

Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;
speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;
forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath
created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the
truth. For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be
received with thanksgiving, for it is sanctified by the word of God and
prayer.

Here we have, not only a prediction that there would be an “apostasy,” or
falling away from the faith in the Christian Church, but a description of its
origin and character. Its origin was to be satanic; its doctrines were to be
doctrines of devils, or demons. It was to assume authority, and to lay down
laws and prohibitions. Prominent among these was to be the prohibition of
marriage; that is, of the very relationship which the inspired apostle had
just previously enjoined on bishops and deacons in the words, “A bishop must
be blameless, the husband of one wife;..one that ruleth well his own house,
having his children in subjection with all gravity”; and in the word, “Let
the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own
houses well.” Marriage, although thus divinely ordained, would be prohibited,
and meats, though created to be received with thanksgiving, would be



forbidden. Thus the apostasy would be marked by a departure from primitive
faith and pure religion, and by the authoritative inculcation in its place of
asceticism the substitution of an external religiousness, and self-imposed
sacrifices, for true holiness, but a cover for the reverse. Its professors
would be hypocrites and liars, men so sinful as to have lost their conscience
against sin; “speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their consciences seared
with a hot iron.”

This feature of false profession reappears in the corresponding prophecy in 2
Timothy concerning the “last days,” in which the abettors and adherents of
the apostasy are described as men “having a form of godliness, but denying
the power thereof.” These men were not then to be open opponents of
godliness, but, on the contrary, they would be great professors. They were to
have a form of godliness: but only a form- a form covering no reality; a
hollow form, a hypocritical form. Thus the two great Pauline prophecies of
the apostasy in “the latter times” and “last days” warn the Church, not
against professed irreligionists, but against professed religionists, against
covert enemies of the Gospel: men cloaked in the garment of self-denial and
superior sanctity; clever imitators of the apostles, like the magicians of
Egypt, who withstood Moses, not by denying his miracles, but by
counterfeiting them; cunning men, who should “creep into houses, and lead
captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts”; and withal
educated men, men of letters, “ever learning, and never able to come to the
knowledge of the truth.” Mark this well: the men whom Paul described as
leaders of the apostasy which he foresaw were not low, ignorant infidels, but
learned hypocrites, lying professors of religion, and self-deceived ascetics.

It is in this same strain that he writes also to the Thessalonians. The
coming of Christ, he tells them, would not take place before the occurrence
of an “apostasy,” or falling away from the faith. This apostasy was to result
from the working of what he calls “the mystery of iniquity” a remarkable
expression, in direct contrast to the “mystery of godliness,” from which the
apostasy is a departure. (Compare 1 Timothy 3:16.) The iniquity in question
was hidden. It was a “mystery.” People did not recognize it as iniquity; they
were deceived by it. From this “mystery of iniquity” was to spring in due
time “the man of sin,” whose coming was to be “after the working of Satan.”
The outcome and issue of this Satan-inspired apostasy would be “all
deceivableness of unrighteousness,” “lying wonders,” and the belief of lies
under the influence of “strong delusion” on the part of those who had
“pleasure in unrighteousness.”

All of this is consistent. These Pauline prophecies teach the same thing.
They warn the Church against the same danger. They predict the same sort of
apostasy; an apostasy marked, not by open hostility to the gospel, not by the
denunciation of godliness and the unblushing profession of infidelity or
atheism, but by “hypocrisy,” “deceit,” a “form of godliness,” external
religiousness, the practice of asceticism, cloaking corruption by a beautiful
garment of light covering the form of the very prince of darkness.

But this apostasy was to have a head, and the coming and character of that
head are the great subject of Paul’s Thessalonian prophecy. A mistaken
apprehension of his first letter to them had led the Thessalonians to expect



an immediate advent of Christ, and in his second epistle Paul sets himself to
correct this error by further instruction as to the future. He tells them of
something that was destined to precede the return of Christ, a great
apostasy, which would reach its climax in the manifestation of a certain
mighty power of evil; to which he attaches three names, and of which he gives
many particulars similar to those which Daniel gave of his “little horn,”
such as the place and time of its origin, its nature, sphere, character,
conduct, and doom.

The names which the apostle gives to this head of the apostasy in this
prophecy are “that man of sin,..the son of perdition,” and “that wicked” or
“lawless” one. These expressions might convey to the mind of superficial
readers the idea that the predicted head of the apostasy would be an
individual. Careful study however shows this to be a false impression an
impression for which there is no solid foundation in the passage. The
expressions themselves, when analyzed grammatically, are seen to bear another
signification quite as well, 